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Dr.  Allan  C.   Buckholz
Efim.   I)ev,
Izaak Walton  I,eague  of  America
210  Ranar  Building
lil  East  Franklia Avenue
Mimeapolis,  Mimesota  55404

Dear  I)I.   Buclcholz:

I  wish  to  thank  you  f or  seQditig  us  a  copy  of  your  January  10,  1977
letter  to  tbe  Corps  of  Engineers.     I  share  witb you many  of  the  sane
concerns  and  corment§  expressed  in  your  letter.     On  Octc}ber  22,  1976
I  transmitted  our  cotments  to  the  Corps  (copy  attached).

To  give  you  some  background  on  the  Flanbeau  project,  the  deposit
was  discovEred  late  in  1968.     As  the  deposit  was  beiQg  dril`1ed  out,   the
company  started  conducting  engineering,  environmeatal  and  econonic  studies.
Coordinating  our  enviromental  Studies  were  two  Mime§otans  whom  you
and  your  I.eag.ue  may  know.     Our  chief  coordinator  was  Jean  Replinger
who  as  a  neEber  of  the  Minnesota  Environmental  Education  Council  and  nor..r
teachiag  at  Southii7esEem  State,  Marshall,  Minnesota,   gave  us  a  broad
insight  into  the  complexities  of  sampling  and  assessing  et}viromental
impact.    Ms.  Replinger  is  a  tiative  of  Ladysnith,  an  area  for  which  she
has  a  strong  aff ection,  and  t'neref ore  was  keenly  interested  in  advising
tbe  colapaay  on ways  to  avoid  envirormental  degradatioa..    Assistirlg  her
was  Dr.  James  Ludwig  w'no  was,  at  tbe  time  of  preparation  of  our  ixpact
report,   teac'ning  at  Bemidji  State  College  and  also  a  menber  of  the
Education  Council.    The  envirormental  studies  resulted  in  a  four-volume
Preliaiaary  Em7irormental  Impact  Report  issued  in  June  1974.     FolloTJJing
review,   an  Addend`m  was  issued  in  February  1975.

The  1`Jisconsin  Department  of  Natural  Resources  submitted  their
PrelimiBary  Enviror"ental  P.eport  on  August  6,  1975  and  after  review,
tbeir  EnvirorEerltal  Impact  Statep.ant  in  February  1976.     Both  the  WiscoEi.sin
EIS  and  the  Corps  Draf t  EIS  are  art.  abridged  edition  of  the  original  EIR
with  sole  additional  data  prepared  by  the  lroNR.

Much  of  the  origiDal  EIR  data  was  omitted  as  were  the  results  of  the
continuing  eovirormental  studies  conducted  since  June  1974.     These  con-
tinuing  studies  are  conducted  by  iti-house  scieritists  and  by  outside
Consultaats  with  the  results  routinely  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  state
and/or  federal  agency.     Th8  program  is  being  coritinuously  updated  with  new
tee.nnology  resulting,   in  our  opinion,   iri  an  excellerit  nonitoring  prograE
with  uP  to  seven  years  of  background  data.    Assisting  us  with  the  upcoEing
preconstruction,   construction,  operation  and  post-operation  taot?.itoring
Prograa  t`7ill  te  Barr  Engir.eerir.g  Cotapany  froa  }{inrleapolis  wtio  have  been
inscrumeaEal  in  putting  together  and  runnip.g  the  nonitoring  pro3ra=  for
AI`IAX' s  copper-nickel  project.
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I  apologize  for  Dot  respondiag  to  your  letter  earlier  and  for  not
addressiag  eacb  of  your  concerns  specif ically  at  this  tine  but  you  will
receive  a  detailed  answer  to  each  coment  as  soon  as  possible.     I  fu-ould
also  like  to  -nave  the  opportunity  of  Eeetiflg  with  you  and  meabers  of  t'ne
I-eague  at  a  time  aad  place  of  your  convenieflce.     I  look  forward  to  hearing
frcm  you.

Very  truly  yours,

Edwarde  R.   May
Project  Geologist
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