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Rio Tinto 
(Flambeau Mine owner) 

 

Information Source: 
http://www.riotinto.com/documents/RT_Prf5%20Flambeau%20case%20study.pdf   

(Copy Made Nov 2014)   

 

 
 

 

Please note the following: 

 

Rio Tinto states in the attached public relations (PR) release that the Flambeau Mine produced "334 
ounces of gold", but this appears to be a typo. The company states elsewhere that the mine produced 
334,000 ounces of gold (http://www.flambeaumine.com/), the same figure cited by the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Mines/Flambeau.html). 

http://www.riotinto.com/documents/RT_Prf5%20Flambeau%20case%20study.pdf
http://www.flambeaumine.com/
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Mines/Flambeau.html


Legacy Management case study June 2013 
information.legacy@riotinto.com riotinto.com 

Flambeau Mine 
Rusk County, Wisconsin, US 

 
 

 
 
The journey 
The Flambeau mine deposit was a relatively 
small – but exceptionally rich – ore body, with 
a concentration of 10% copper. It was discovered 
alongside the Flambeau River outside Ladysmith 
in 1969, and yet it was another 24 years before 
mining began. 
 
The original permit application in the 1970’s was 
unsuccessful. The operation would have mined 
a larger portion of the deposit and required more 
infrastructure, but also proposed a smaller 
reclamation effort.  
 
The project was revived in 1986 with significant 
changes to the original plans, both in terms of scale 
of infrastructure and reclamation plans. Only the rich 
section of the ore body was to be mined and the 
crushed ore was to be transported to mills outside 
of Wisconsin for processing. The permit application 
went through many iterations, with both the 
company’s ambitions and Wisconsin state 
mining law evolving throughout the process. 

Flambeau demonstrates how 
a significant mining project, 
operating under some of the 
country’s toughest mining laws, 
has honoured its pledges to 
explore, mine and rehabilitate 
in an environmentally and 
socially responsible manner. 
The reclaimed mine site is now 
a mixture of thriving woodland, 
grassland and wetland areas, 
open to the public at all times. 

The wetland area 
at Flambeau is 
now teaming 
with wildlife.  

The wetland area 
at Flambeau is 
now teaming 
with wildlife. 
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a) b) c) 
 
After many hearings, meetings, and protests, a Local 
Agreement was negotiated between the company, 
the community and local government, and signed 
in 1988. Eleven permits were eventually approved 
and signed in January 1991, with several further 
delays due to environmental concerns. The 
permits contained more than 200 conditions 
requiring additional monitoring and operational 
safeguards. Operations began in earnest in 1993 
and continued through to 1997 when the permitted 
mining was completed. 
 
Flambeau was the first mine in Wisconsin to be 
approved and operated under the state’s stringent 
and comprehensive mining laws. During the four 
years it operated the mine produced 181,000 tons 
of copper, 334 ounces of gold and 3.3 million ounces 
of silver. Flambeau Mining Company, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Kennecott Minerals, which 
is in turn, a wholly owned subsidiary of Rio Tinto, 
operated the mine. The open pit mine was about 
35 acres in a 181 acre site. In addition to the site, 
the Flambeau Mining Company holds a further 
1920 acres. 
 
Whilst the mine was operating, over 100,000 
visitors visited the site, making it the most popular 
tourist destination in Rusk County. 
 
The transformation 
The 181 acre mine site is now a recreational 
resource for the community and its visitors. 
Flambeau is open to the public all year round 
providing opportunities for hiking, biking, bird 
watching, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, 
fishing, picnicking, fitness events, school field 
trips and geocaching. 
 
The plans for reclaiming the mine site were part 
of the initial permitting process and had to be 
approved by Wisconsin State regulators and local 
communities. Their preference for the open pit mine 
was to backfill it, which began almost immediately 
after the operations ceased. Surface contouring and 
return of the topsoil was completed in 1998, and this 
was followed by a year seeding and planting 
hundreds of native plant species. A Certificate of 
Completion for the majority of the site was issued 
in 2007 and the reclaimed landscape continues 
to be maintained as it matures. 
 
The site now has prairie, woodland and wetland 
habitats, and is home to hundreds of species of 
plants and animals. It has four miles of hiking 
and recreational trails within the reclaimed area 
and equestrian trails run along the Flambeau 
River on Rio Tinto land adjacent to the site. 
 

At the request of local governments, 32 acres of the 
site were set aside for industrial use and leased to 
the Ladysmith Community Industrial Development 
Corporation (LCIDC) on a long term basis. Buildings 
in this area have been modified by LCIDC and the 
City of Ladysmith and subleased to the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources and a local public 
utility company (Xcel Energy). There is also an 
equestrian trailer parking area on this parcel of land. 
Most of the railway spur built by Flambeau has been 
retained and is being used by companies leasing 
land in the Rusk County Forest Industry Park – 
land formerly owned by Flambeau, adjacent 
to the mine site. 
 
The former Visitor Centre at the mine was relocated 
to Ladysmith where it continues to tell the story of 
the Flambeau Mine. 
 

 
 

Flambeau was the first mine in 
Wisconsin to be approved and 
operated under the state’s stringent 
and comprehensive mining laws. 

 
Highlights 
The reclamation project met the high standards 
of Wisconsin’s modern mining laws and kept its 
promises to the community. 
 
Flambeau Mining Company and local governments 
have collaborated to ensure local communities can 
make the most of the economic opportunities 
available throughout the mine’s lifecycle. A recent 
study shows about $11 million in tax and other 
payments from the project came back to 
local communities. 
 
The Flambeau River, which flows alongside the 
site, is an important recreation, tourism, fishing and 
wildlife habitat resource. It is viewed as a ‘crown 
jewel’ of Wisconsin’s many waterways, and its 
protection at every stage – from construction, 
through production and reclamation – was 
fundamental to the success of the project. Long-term 
monitoring both upstream and downstream shows 
the river to be clean and healthy. 

The Flambeau mine 
site before, during 
and after mining: 
a) 1991, 
b) 1996 and 
c) 2011 

The reclaimed 
site supports a 
rich biodiversity: 
Monarch butterfly. 
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Seventy-nine percent of the plants on the reclaimed 
site are native. School children and other community 
groups were involved in collecting native seeds, and 
growing and planting the plants. 
 
Before and during mining, the Company made 
a guarantee that drinking water would remain safe. 
Testing shows conclusively that ground water 
quality surrounding the site is as good as it was 
before mining. 
 
Flambeau Mining Company’s responsible mining 
and reclamation efforts have been recognised by the 
mining industry, Federal Government, and State and 
local business organisations. Accolades include: 
 
• Northwest Mining Association’s Environmental 

Excellence Award in 2001; 
 

• US Department of Labor Bureau of Land 
Management’s Hardrock Mineral Award for 
Community Outreach and Economic Security 
in 2003; 
 

• Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce’s 
Business Friend of the Environment Award 
in 2007; 
 

• Greater Ladysmith Area Chamber of Commerce’s 
Green Award in 2007. 

 

Flambeau’s responsible mining and 
reclamation efforts have been 
recognised by the mining industry, 
Federal Government, and State and 
local business organisations. 

 

City officials credit the mine with creating an 
economic miracle for the local community. Tax 
revenue from the mine stimulated economic 
development in Rusk County where the 
unemployment rate had fallen from 15.3% just prior 
to the mine opening to 4.0% in October 1996. A  
study by the City of Ladysmith showed more than 
450 jobs were created or retained because of the  
Flambeau Mine. With the more recent global 
financial crisis, the county has seen unemployment 
increase once more but the economic development 
that resulted from the mining taxes and payments 
has been credited with buffering the impacts of 
the crisis. 
 
In developing the pioneering Local Agreement 
together, partnerships between the mining company 
and the City of Ladysmith, Rusk County, and Town 
of Grant were formed and these grew in strength 
during the lifecycle of the mine. Further partnerships 
between a regional planning commission, a power 
utility, and various federal and state granting 
agencies have since developed. 
 

The Red-winged 
Blackbird is one of 
the many wetland 
bird species found 
nesting in the 
constructed 
wetlands. 

Bird watching 
events are popular 
at Flambeau. 
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Lessons learnt 
• Invest time and resources in maintaining 

relationships with the key stakeholders. When 
shaping the future of Flambeau, there was 
an unprecedented proactive collaboration with 
the local community, local government and state 
regulators. Strong partnerships and financial 
support enabled successful economic 
development projects that benefitted the 
local residents. 
 

• It is important to observe the intrinsic value of the 
land. For example, significant financial gain could 
have been realised by Flambeau if they had sold 
the river front area of the property. Instead, 
the ability of the public to use the area for 
recreational purposes preserves the area and 
maintains the riverbank stability – as well as 
preserving the picturesque views of the shoreline 
from the water. 
 

• Always consider the long term sustainability 
impacts of a decision. When Flambeau sought 
to modify the original Reclamation Plan to leave 
some mining buildings in place for use by the 
local community, environmental groups requested 
that the water treatment facility be dismantled 
after mine closure. At a cost of nearly $2 million 

to develop, this state of the art facility had the 
potential for reuse by another business, but did 
not come to pass. 
 

• There are many advantages to having a closure 
plan before the mine opens. One small illustration 
of this is that during the mining phase, there was 
a temporary nursery growing trees for the 
reclamation phase. 

 
• The Closure Plan must have an exit strategy. 

The Local Agreement stipulated that the site is 
returned to nature, with opportunities for passive 
recreation, but did not specify how it was going 
to be managed long term. The reclamation plans 
were very well understood but the long term 
plans for the future of the site was not so 
well visualised. 

 

It is important to observe the 
intrinsic value of the land. 

 
• Communication is critical. By continuing to 

monitor the site, the Flambeau staff are able to 
reassure the community that the site remains safe 
and the integrity of the reclamation is preserved. 

  

Our Vision 

We aim to ensure that our legacy sites are made safe, that all problem areas are addressed 
cost-effectively, and that there is a sustainable socio-economic future for the community together 
with a minimised aftercare burden. 

 

The prairie 
grasslands abound 
with native grasses 
and wildflowers 
such as the 
Yellow Coneflower. 



 

 

 

 

 

Foth 
(Prime Environmental Consultant for Flambeau Mine) 

 

Information Source: 
https://www.foth.com/mine-permitting-environmental-impact-report/ 

 

 

https://www.foth.com/mine-permitting-environmental-impact-report/


                                                                             https://www.foth.com/mine-permitting-environmental-impact-report/ 

 

BACKGROUND 
The Flambeau Mining Company, a Kennecott Minerals Company subsidiary, was the first Wisconsin metallic mineral 
company to pursue and receive permits for the construction of an open pit sulfide ore copper mine. Foth was invited to 
assist the Kennecott Minerals Company with the permitting, development and final closure of the Flambeau copper mine 
under Wisconsin’s newly established mine permitting regulations. 

APPROACH 
Foth was retained as the prime environmental consultant and provided technical and consulting assistance throughout the 
active life of the mine and during the mine reclamation process. The permitting process required extensive environmental 
studies to define baseline conditions and project potential environmental impacts. Socioeconomic impacts were studied 
and the project was developed as an asset to the local community. The project plan included protective measures for the 
environmental elements within the project area, including wetlands, surface waters, groundwater, air and biota. These 
measures included the protection of the Flambeau River through tertiary water treatment technologies. Furthermore, 
detailed monitoring programs were put in place to demonstrate that elements such as mercury could be removed from the 
mine water. 

RESULTS 
Extensive environmental studies, proper planning and follow-through made this mine an exemplary project, 
demonstrating that economic growth can coexist with stringent environmental regulations. The technical and consulting 
services provided by Foth allowed Kennecott Minerals Company to focus on mining-related issues. The delivery of these 
services was well received by the owner, the regulators and the general public. 

Webpage screenshot – May 13, 2019 

https://www.foth.com/mine-permitting-environmental-impact-report/


 

 

 

Mining Minnesota 
(Mining trade association promoting the interests of PolyMet, 

Twin Metals Minnesota, Kennecott Exploration, Vermillion Gold and others) 
 

Information Source: 
http://www.miningminnesota.com/reports/letter-to-governor-mark-dayton/ 

(Copy Made April 2014)  

 

 
 

 

Please note the following: 
 

Mining Minnesota has referred to the Flambeau Mine as a “copper-nickel” mine, but no nickel was mined at 
Flambeau. It was a metal-sulfide mine that produced marketable quantities of copper, gold, and silver and 
a small amount of zinc. 
 
Mining Minnesota states that the Flambeau Mine produced “334 ounces of gold”, but this appears to be a 
typo. Rio Tinto states on its Flambeau Mine website that the mine produced 334,000 ounces of gold 
(http://www.flambeaumine.com/), the same figure cited by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Mines/Flambeau.html). 
 
For information regarding the EPA’s listing of a stream at the Flambeau Mine site as “impaired” for copper 
and zinc toxicity linked to the mine operation (contradicting information provided by Mining Minnesota), 
please go to: https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/legal-actions/.   
 
For copies of legal briefs, expert reports and court rulings filed in the federal Clean Water Act lawsuit 
referenced on page 2 of Mining Minnesota’s letter to Governor Dayton (undercutting Mining Minnesota’s 
characterization of what transpired), go to: https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/legal-actions/.   
 
For a compilation and assessment of water quality data submitted by Flambeau Mining Company to the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (contradicting Mining Minnesota’s claim that the Flambeau 
site is home to “clean and healthy groundwater of the same quality as before mining took place”), please 
go to: https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/moran-report/.  

http://www.miningminnesota.com/reports/letter-to-governor-mark-dayton/
http://www.flambeaumine.com/
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Mines/Flambeau.html
https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/legal-actions/
https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/legal-actions/
https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/moran-report/


HAS ANY COPPER-NICKEL MINE OPERATED WITHOUT 
“POLLUTING” LOCAL WATERS?

YES, copper, nickel and other much needed metal production can and has been 
done safely and successfully, without polluting local waters. 

A great example of this success is next door in Wisconsin. Located near the city of Ladysmith, Wis., the 
Flambeau Mine operated in the 1990s and has since been closed and reclaimed in full compliance with 
Wisconsin laws. 

FLAMBEAU MINE AT A GLANCE 

•	 The open pit mine produced 181,000 tons 
of copper, 334 ounces of gold and 3.3 
million ounces of silver during operations.

•	 The Flambeau Mine paid more than $27.7 
million dollars in taxes and fees to local 
and state governments. This amount is 
in addition to employee salaries and local 
expenditures for goods and services.

•	 More than 100,000 people have visited 
the reclaimed site to hike the nature trails 
along the Flambeau River and view local 
wildlife since the site’s reclamation.



PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT FROM DAY 1

Wisconsin’s mining laws, as well as Minnesota’s, are among the strictest in the country and cover every aspect 
of mining, from exploration to reclamation. Flambeau Mine met these requirements throughout its lifetime.

In fact, not a single permit condition was violated and the mine has not impaired local waters. The Wisconsin 
DNR holds this mine up as an example of a successful operation and successful closure.

Plans for reclamation were part of the initial permitting process and were approved by state regulators and 
communities. The reclaimed site is home to:

•	 More than 10 acres of wetlands.

•	 Hundreds of species of plants and animals.

•	 Four miles of hiking trails and five miles of 
equestrian trails open to the public year 
round.

•	 The Flambeau River, which attracts 
tourists, paddlers and fisherman; protected 
at every phase of the project, long-term 
monitoring upstream and downstream 
proves the river is clean and healthy.

•	 Clean and healthy groundwater of the 
same quality as before mining took place.

A recent federal Court of Appeals decision, along with the lower court’s praise for the company’s 
demonstrated respect of the environment and local community, demonstrate that the right company doing 
the right things in compliance with the right standards can produce the materials society needs safely and 
responsibly.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

www.flambeaumine.com 







 

 

 

 

 

Twin Metals Minnesota 
 

Information Source: 
http://www.twin-metals.com/flambeau-mine-demonstrates-successful-operation-and-

reclamation/  

(Copy Made Nov 2014) 

 

 

 
Please note the following: 

 
The Twin Metals publication refers to the Flambeau Mine as a “copper-nickel” mine, but no nickel was 
mined at Flambeau. It was a metal-sulfide mine that produced marketable quantities of copper, gold, and 
silver and a small amount of zinc. 

 
For information regarding the EPA’s listing of a stream at the Flambeau Mine site as “impaired” for 
copper and zinc toxicity linked to the mine operation (contradicting information provided in the Twin 
Metals publication), go to: https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/legal-actions/. 
 
For a compilation and assessment of water quality data submitted by Flambeau Mining Company to the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (contradicting Twin Metals’ reference to Flambeau as a 
mine with “clean and healthy groundwater of the same quality as before mining took place”), please go 
to: https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/moran-report/.  
 

 
 
 

http://www.twin-metals.com/flambeau-mine-demonstrates-successful-operation-and-reclamation/
http://www.twin-metals.com/flambeau-mine-demonstrates-successful-operation-and-reclamation/
https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/legal-actions/
https://deertailscientific.wordpress.com/moran-report/


www.twin-metals.com
MINE READER

To learn more, read Mining Minnesota’s letter to Governor Dayton in its  
entirety here: http://miningminnesota.com/uploads/Governor.pdf.

FLAMBEAU MINE DEMONSTRATES 
SUCCESSFUL OPERATION AND RECLAMATION

Mining Minnesota, a mining trade 
association, recently released a series 
of fact sheets which answer four 
questions an activist group posed to 
Governor Dayton regarding copper-
nickel mining in the state. Each fact 
sheet provides details about how one 
of the world’s largest undeveloped 
resources of copper and nickel can 
be responsibly mined, protecting 
Minnesota’s environment and creating 
unprecedented economic opportunity. 

This week, Mine Reader highlights 
Mining Minnesota’s fact sheet 
explaining how copper-nickel metal 
mining has been done safely and 
successfully at the Flambeau Mine in 
Ladysmith, Wis. 

“Wisconsin’s mining laws, as well as 
Minnesota’s, are among the strictest 
in the country and cover every 
aspect of mining, from exploration to 
reclamation. Flambeau Mine met these 
requirements throughout its lifetime.

In fact, not a single permit condition 
was violated and the mine has not 
impaired local waters. The Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
points to the Flambeau Mine as an 
example of successful operation and 
closure of a copper-nickel mine.

Plans for reclamation were part of 
the initial permitting process and 
were approved by state regulators 
and communities. The reclaimed site 
is home to:

 More than 10 acres of wetlands.

 Hundreds of species of plants 
and animals.

 The Flambeau River, which 
attracts tourists, paddlers and 
sherman  protected at every 

phase of the project.

 Clean and healthy groundwater 
of the same quality as before 
mining took place.”

The reclaimed Flambeau Mine 
demonstrates that copper-
nickel mining can be done in an 
environmentally responsible and 
safe way while producing materials 
society needs and providing 
economic opportunity for the region 
and state. For more information 
on the successful operation and 
reclamation of the Flambeau Mine 
site, visit the Wisconsin DNR at:  
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/mines/

am eau.html  or visit: http://
www. am eaumine.com/.

Flambeau Mine during production and after reclamation.



 

 

 

 

 

Society for Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration – 
Northern Minnesota Subsection 

& 
Hibbing Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

Information Source: 
http://www.hibbing.org/events/details/get-the-scoop-a-mining-series-06-21-2016-1988  

(Copy Made June 2016) 

 

 

http://www.hibbing.org/events/details/get-the-scoop-a-mining-series-06-21-2016-1988


Steve Donohue has over 25 years of professional  
experience and serves as Vice President - Mining at Foth In-
frastructure & Environment, LLC. He has expertise in the 
environmental review and permitting of new metallic mining  
operations. Steve’s responsibilities to his clients include  
significant public involvement through multi-party meetings 
with public interest groups and regulatory agencies. Steve’s 
metallic mining experience includes the Eagle Mine and 
Humboldt Mill in Michigan, the Flambeau Mine and Crandon 
Mine project in Wisconsin, Kennecott’s Tamarack project, 
PolyMet Mining’s NorthMet Project, and other international 
projects.   

$15/ member 
$18/ nonmember 
Paid in advance or 

cash/check           
at door 

Tuesday, 
June 21, 2016 

12:00 PM 

RSVP to 
hibbcofc@hibbing.org 

or 262-3895              
by Friday, June 17 

Get the Scoop:        
   

a mining series 

Grandma’s in  
the Park 

1402 E Howard St 
Hibbing 

The Flambeau Mine:        
A 30 year History on 

Environmental Protec on and 
Stewardship at a Nonferrous 

Metallic Mine 



 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Mining Association 
 

Information Source: 
Testimony to Wisconsin Senate Select Committee on Mining, Stephen Donohue (WMA Board Member 

& Director of Mining Sector Services at Foth Engineering, Green Bay, WI), Sep 25, 2012, 12 pg. 
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Wisconsin Mining Association 
 

The following statements regarding the Flambeau Mine were included in oral and written 
testimony1 submitted by the Wisconsin Mining Association (WMA) to the Wisconsin Senate 
Select Committee on Mining in September 2012, when new mining regulations were being 
debated by the Wisconsin Legislature, including a proposed repeal of the state’s moratorium 
on metallic sulfide mining:  
  

 
1 Testimony to Wisconsin Senate Select Committee on Mining, Stephen Donohue (WMA Board Member and 
Director of Mining Sector Services at Foth Engineering, Green Bay, WI), Sep 25, 2012, 12 pg. 
 

 

“Testing shows conclusively groundwater quality surrounding the backfilled site is as good 
as it was before mining.” … 
 

“The Flambeau Mine … received extensive regulatory [oversight], was operated in a water 
rich environment on the banks of the Flambeau River, was reclaimed, was and is protective 
of the Flambeau River and is a great success. It is an engineering achievement and should 
be celebrated by the state by rescinding the moratorium [on metallic sulfide mining].” 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Aquila Resources 
(Back Forty Mine – Michigan/Wisconsin border) 

 

Information Sources: 
http://backfortymine.com/2018/02/17/closed-mine-successfully/ 

and 

 https://www.facebook.com/AquilaResources/ 

 

 

http://backfortymine.com/2018/02/17/closed-mine-successfully/
https://www.facebook.com/AquilaResources/


 

 
 

http://backfortymine.com/2018/02/17/closed-mine-successfully/  
 
 

              
 

 

WHAT'S AN EXAMPLE OF AN OPEN-PIT MINE THAT 
OPERATED AND CLOSED SUCCESSFULLY? 
FEBRUARY 17, 2018  |  IN BLOG  |  BY BACKFORTYMINE 

STEPHENSON, Mich. Feb. 17, 2018 – We often get asked for an example of a metallic mine that 
operated and closed successfully. One such example is the Flambeau Mine, located about 1.5 miles 
south of the City of Ladysmith in Rusk County, Wisconsin. Below you’ll find photos of Flambeau both 
during and after operations. 

Flambeau was an open-pit mine that produced copper with trace amounts of gold between 1993 and 
1997. After mining ceased the pit was backfilled and the land was returned to its original 
contour. Today the site is home to ample wildlife, hundreds of species of plants, and year-round 
recreation opportunities. The nearby Flambeau River remains protected to this day. 

 

  Source: http://flambeaumine.com  
 

 Webpage screenshot – April 22, 2019 

http://backfortymine.com/2018/02/17/closed-mine-successfully/
http://backfortymine.com/
http://backfortymine.com/
http://backfortymine.com/category/blog/
http://backfortymine.com/author/backfortymine/
http://www.flambeaumine.com/the-journey
http://backfortymine.com/


https://www.facebook.com/AquilaResources/ 

September 22, 2016  
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https://www.facebook.com/AquilaResources/
https://www.facebook.com/AquilaResources/posts/1345935585416721?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAhBnNDUQ-d1B-VkN1Jxg4INkV3ih089SnmOLt6K6OudF_k3-HweUtmEsrU63mf_4fVJ7Q2hgc-TtHl58EsaIIT16BAJzTmnBQk0rtQ0KJgqYsWwfRs5U-moCpNSybYm-_FwGXMmu4qgE8K4ew65p8HHFK63J-QFAlbKyE8TF9Zc6E9_z2oJQYtDpju9oT4ef0a_oXoZDtqjAZOpQ3gzHFdWmfc5vJkdbj3Qq8QTGlXyTQgiNGQXeMwCxqIwWFRCDFbX1CEbVaC0PoE91boeVM7dXwD5j8o4Stg0G1e1-Hs51gXj-5KilMwwmihFk6oOQwOubJsiB4yowYgEiTG1g&__tn__=-R


 

 

 

 

 

Kennecott Eagle Minerals Company 
 (Eagle Mine – Michigan) 

 

Information Source: 
http://www.eagle-project.com/our-company/faq/  

 

 

http://www.eagle-project.com/our-company/faq/


 

 

http://www.eagle‐project.com/our‐company/faq/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAQ 

Has there ever been a metallic mineral mine that succeeded in protecting the environment? 

Yes. Not only has there been, but at the Flambeau Mine in Ladysmith, Wisconsin, Kennecott 
Minerals is the company that successfully designed, operated, and reclaimed a sulfide host metallic 
mineral mine while protecting the environment from adverse impact. Protecting groundwater, the 
Flambeau River, which runs within 140 feet of the former mine, and other aquatic features started 
with Kennecott’s mine design that included key measures for preventing and managing potential Acid 
Rock Drainage. The result has been positive: water quality analysis of the Flambeau River, both 
upstream and downstream of the mine site is consistent and unaffected by the mine. While water 
chemistry in the mine’s backfill pit is different, it is within a range that it is protective of the 
surrounding environment, as demonstrated by the water quality in the Flambeau River. Importantly, 
the Flambeau Mine remained in compliance with state permit standards for the 15 years that have 
included operations and the ten years since the mine’s closure — no permit violations ever occurred. 

Copy made April 2, 2011 



 

 

 

 

 

Pebble Partnership 
(Pebble Project – Alaska) 

 

Information Source: 
Pebble Project Newsletter, Sep/Oct 2011 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Excerpt from Pebble Project Newsletter, Sep/Oct 2011. 




